Vascular surgical society of great britain and ireland: total abdominal approach for repair of type IV thoracoabdominal aortic aneurysm
BACKGROUND: The total transabdominal approach for thoracoabdominal aneurysm (TAA) was described in 1995 and it was suggested that outcome might be improved if the chest was not opened. This study reports early results of the technique with respect to operative morbidity and mortality rates for patients with abdominal aortic aneurysm extending to the diaphragm. METHODS: Between 1995 and 1998, 26 patients (median age 71 (range 52-84) years) underwent repair of a type IV TAA using a total abdominal approach and medial visceral rotation. RESULTS: Three patients presented with a contained leak. All survived but one developed paraplegia. Other complications included chest infection (five patients), myocardial infarction (three), reoperation for bleeding (three) and temporary dialysis in one patient. There were three perioperative deaths, two from myocardial infarction and one from multisystem organ failure. CONCLUSION: The total abdominal approach for the repair of type IV TAA is a reasonable alternative to a full thoracoabdominal incision. Thoracic complications are minimized, renal and visceral ischaemia times are low, and the perioperative mortality rate is acceptable.